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One Parentôs Involvement Yields Winning Ticket 

 

   When Andrea Chaput, mother of First Hope student 

Mason (K), decided to go the extra mile she likely had 

little hope that it would pay off. But, thankfully, it did.  

   Ford Motor Company had aligned itself with breakfast 

cereal giant General Mills and its popular Box Tops for 

Education promotion begun in 1996. The challenge was  

for kids to eat more cereal while their parents clipped 

the box tops and presented them to their favorite 
school. Schools could then redeem them for a variety of 

school products.  

   Ford joined the fun by offering parents the 

opportunity to enter their favorite school into a drawing  

for 10,000 free box tops, which translates into $1,000 

cash. Enter Chaput, who encouraged her friends 

nationwide to vote for First Hope. Amazingly, little First 

Hope was one of only eight schools nationwide selected 

in the drawing. It was Chaputõs friend Danielle Toole 

who actually submitted the winning entry.  

   First Hope plans to use the winning proceeds to 

purchase more classroom technology. Director Myers 

wants FH parents to know that we are still participating 
in the Box Tops program and encourages them to keep 

clipping.  

   òWhat a joy it is to have parents willing to help us 

help the students,ó said Myers. 

Ford rep Linda Rakestraw hands First Hope Director Patty Myers check for $1,000,  

while TCS Principal Joe Fana and TFA Director of Development Bill Bufton look on. 
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New Science Lab Equipment Arrives 

 

¡ Upper School teacher Melissa Joynes welcomes new 

òstudentó to class. òHe was a little underfed,ó she joked, òbut Iõm 

sure when he bones up on the work he missed heõll be just fine.ó 

u Freshmen Delaney Allen and Anna Hornsby are looking 
forward to dissecting fetal pigs . . . or not.  

    

 

   Although most folk 
donõt get too excited 

over lab equipment, 
TCS science teacher 

Melissa Joynes does. 

   Sheõd been waiting 

several months for 
her new equipment to 

finally arrived. òNow 
weõve got what we 

need to make Middle 
School science and 

Upper School biology 
and chemistry come 

alive,ó she said. òItõll 
facilitate small -group 

work.ó 

   The result of a 

fundraiser last year, 
the apparatus 

includes beakers, 
goggles, petri dishes, 

minerals, a balance, 
rocks and minerals, a  

microscope with 
plenty of prepared 

slides, and an 
anatomically -correct 

human skeleton, 
which students 

quickly named.  
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The First Academy  

Vision Statement  

The vision of the First Academy is to be the first 

choice for Christian families in Orlando who are 

seeking a Christ -centered college preparatory 

education.  Specifically, our goals and objectives 

are-- 

 

To forge an enduring partnership between 

church, home, and school that will produce 

powerful and effective student leaders who 

will impact their world for Jesus Christ 

through Biblical thought and action in obe-

dience to the Great Commandment (Mk. 

12:30-31) and the Great Commission (Mt. 

28:19-20). 

To develop a dynamic relationship with First 

Baptist Church/Orlando so that we might 

serve churches and schools across the na-

tion as a model for building and sustaining 

excellence (finances, facilities, policies and 

programs) in their Christian school minis-

try. 

To attract and retain Living Curriculum facul-

ty/staff members who emphasize rigor, 

relevance and relationships in the learning 

process, producing outstanding scholars 

who will be admitted to the col-

lege/university of their choosing based on 

a well-rounded record of scholastic accom-

plishment.   

To construct additional state-of-the-art school 

facilities so that all K-12 students will be 

able to attend classes on the north side of 

the FBCO/TFA campus.  

 

The Bible says that where there is no vision the 

people perish (Proverbs 29:18).  The First Acade-

my will prayerfully pursue the above vision with a 

faith that is firm and a hope that endures.  

PLANning to Succeed in College 

   The PLAN test, a standardized test given each fall to 

high school freshmen and sophomores nationwide, is 

designed as a dry run for the all -important ACT. The 

ACT is one of two widely accepted college entrance 

exams that juniors and seniors take, amidst much 

prayer, that plays a major role in determining whether 

or not a student will be admitted into the college of his 

dreams. A high score on the ACT, or its academic 

twin, the SAT, will open most hallowed halls.  

   The PLAN covers four subject areasñEnglish, math, 

reading, and science reasoning ñand scores range 

from 1 to 32. This year, the following TCS freshmen 

and sophomores scored above the national average:  

Delaney Allen  Elizabeth Pyle     Anna Hornsby 

Kuersten Gallivan Hannah Bohner     Katie Myers 

Delanie Dimm  Kaitlin Hooper      Melanie Thompson 

 

Of those nine 

students, 

sophomore 

Melanie 

Thompson  

earned the 

highest 

scores, 

finishing 

above the 

90th 

percentile in 

all four 

subject 

areas. 

 

High-scorer Melanie Thompson has studying down to a science. 

òOutside noise doesnõt bother me,ó she claims, òand it usually 

helps. But I know thatõs not for everyone.ó She recommends to her 

classmates to work hard, pay attention in class, and try different 

study environments until they find the one best for them.  
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Top Students ñGrades 2 - 12  

These outstanding students received  straight Aõs  

on their 1st and 2nd - quarter report cards  

Lance Airasian  

Delaney Allen  

Josiah Best 

Anna Binkley  

Kyle Binkley  

Hannah Bohner 

Catherine Calvert  

Emma Calvert  

Elizabeth Cavallo  

Cole Chastain  

Christian Cooper  

Daniel Cooper  

Joseph Djaja 

Kristina Djaja  

Joe Dougherty  

Kaylie Durham  

Tori Fiscus 

Brooke Flecca  

Caleb Holstein  

Anna Hornsby  

Austin Hornsby  

Julia JeBailey 

Zayna JeBailey 

 

Chloe Joynes 

Ethan Kelly  

Jacob Kelly 

Tim Kovie  

Kate Lewe 

Jeff Link 

Konner Lucas 

Brayden McLellan  

Harrison McLellan  

Natalie Morton  

Danielle Myers  

Ashlee Newsome  

Britnee Newsome  

Courtnee Newsome  

Phoebe Obrecht  

Mia Rivera  

Nicholas Roland 

Aaron Rubinow  

Madison Spurr  

Melanie Thompson  

Alex West  

Noah Wilkerson  

Adair Wortham  
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Paul Tatham, editor  

paultatham@thefirstacademy.org 

 

 
Looking Ahead 

to February 

 

 

 

2ðPTF Mtg, 8:15, rm 310 

 

2ðProspective Parent Mtg, 

     10:00, rm 310 

 

6ðOpen enrollment begins 

 

14ðValentineôs Day parties,  

      11:15, classrooms 

   Not to take anything away from the 

commendable job senior Jennifer 

Leonard has done with her communi-

ty service hours, but junior Luke Bax-

ter has somehow managed to surpass 

her by amassing an astounding 455 

hours. And he has another year to go!  

   On Sunday mornings, youõll find 

Luke lugging equipment in and out of 

church, and on Saturdays he offers his 

services umpiring and doing field 

work and concessions for Little 

League. 

New Community  

Service Hours Record 

 Freeze! Principal Joe Fana involved students 

in a January chapel by having them play 

Freeze/Unfreeze and comparing it to the 

powerful words of Jesus when He calmed the 

storm on the Sea of Galilee.  Luke Baxter is always willing 

to lend a hand 
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Godôs Plan of Salvation 

Simple as A,B,C   

 A dmit  

"For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 

3:23) 

 

Pray: Lord, I admit  that I am a sinner in need of a Savior. 

 

Believe  

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that who-

soever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life" 

(John 3:16) 

 

Pray: Lord, I believe  that Jesus died and shed His blood for my sins. 

I believe this in my heart and not just my head.  

 

Call  

"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 

savedó (Romans 10:13) 

 

Pray: Lord, I call  upon You to save me from my sins. I confess and 

repent of my sins. I know that your Son Jesus paid my debt on the 

crossña debt I could never pay despite all my good works ñand I 

thankfully accept your gift of eternal life in Heaven that His death 

makes  possible. 

 

 Questions?  Call 407-206-8687 

The First Academy  

Mission Statement  

The First Academy is a Christ -

centered, college -preparatory 

school whose mission is to 

prepare children for life as 

Christian leaders who choose - 

¶ character before career  

¶ wisdom beyond scholarship  

¶ service before self, and  

¶ participation as a way of life  

 

Attention Parents of  

TCS Athletes 

 

If your son or daughter  

will be playing 

any TFA spring sports,  

grades 6-12, please plan to 

attend the  

Spring Sports Parent Meeting 

7:00 p.m., Feb 6 

TFA Gym 

Letõs all get out and support 3rd-grader 

Brooke Flecca (right, pointing), as she 

performs in the musical Cinderella at the 

Orlando Repertory Theater. This is 

Brookeõs second time to take the stage at 

this venue. For tickets to the March 9 -11 

performances, call 407 -896-7365. 

Youôre Invited! 
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Whatôs Your Bible I.Q.? 
by Paul Tatham  

So, how well acquainted are you with Godõs Word? Iõve 

developed a little test that might give you an indication, 

normed for average Christian adults. As you answer the 

questions below, do not consult your Bible. Answers are 

provided at the end. Don't peek!  

 

1) Name the tribe, of the 12 tribes of Israel, that begins 

with the letter òR.ó 

 

2) Which of the 12 apostles formerly worked for the 

Romans? 

 

3) Which passage states that you cannot earn your way 

into Heaven? 

A. John 3:16 

B. Romans 10:9  

C. Ephesians 2:8-9 

D. II Timothy 2:15  

E. Psalm 100:1 

 

4) Prophecy is not the focus of which of these books?  

A) Daniel  

B) Psalms 

C) Revelation  

D) Isaiah 

 

5) Who is known as òthe weeping prophetó? 

 

6) Who was the self -described òvoice of one crying in 

the wildernessó? 

 

7) Where did the òchildren of Israeló wander for 40 

years? 

 

8) What is the theme of the book of James? 

A. Patience 

B. Zeal 

C. Works  

D. Hell  

E. Heaven 

F. Unity 

 

9) Who was fed by ravens?  

 

 

10) Naaman was añ 

A. River  

B. Valley  

C. Person 

D. Town 

E. Food 

 

11) Name Josephõs first boss in Egypt. 

 

12) Why was Paul given a òthorn in the fleshó? 

 

13) Name the first three kings of Israel, in proper order.  

 

14) Which book in the Old Testament is sometimes 

referred to as òGodõs psychology textbookó? 

 

15) Why was Moses not allowed to enter the so -called 

Promised Land? 

A. He hit the rock  

B. He killed an Egyptian  

C. He built a golden calf  

D. He broke the 5th commandment  

 

16) Name two of the three items in the Ark of the 

Covenant.  

 

17) Consumed with jealousy, King Saul relentlessly 

pursued whom?  

 

18) Name the last book of the Old Testament.  

 

19) Gideonõs army was finally reduced to how many 

troops? 

 

20) Whose wife advised him to òcurse God and dieó? 

 

21) To whom did Jesus say, òExcept a man be born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of Godó? 

 

22) What Babylonian king captured the southern 

kingdom of Judah?  

 

 

    Cont next page 
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Bible IQ cont 

 

23) Which New Testament book and chapter deals with 

the official birth of the church on the Day of Pentecost?  

 

24) After He began His ministry, what prompted Jesus to 

leave his hometown of Nazareth and move to 

Capernaum? 

 

25) Who caught a glimpse of Jesus, standing on the right 

hand of God, moments before he died for his faith?  

 

26) What missionary duo prayed and sang praises to the 

Lord while in prison?  

 

27) God placed a òmarkó on what person, in order to 

protect him?  

 

28) Balaam was añ 

A. Hill  

B. Region 

C. Person 

D. Race  

E. Fabric  

F. Town 

 

 

29) The Philistines captured what sacred object but soon 

regretted it?  

 

30) The Old Testament sacrifices were a type (picture) 

of what culminating sacrifice?  

 

Answers:  

1) Reuben. 2) Matthew (Levi). 3) C. 4) B. 5) Jeremiah. 6) 

John the Baptist. 7) Sinai, wilderness, or desert. 8) C. 9) 

Elijah. 10) C. 11) Potiphar. 12) òLest he be exalted above 

measureó (proud). 13) Saul, David, Solomon. 14) 

Proverbs. 15) A. 16) Two of these: pot of manna, Ten 

Commandments, Aaronõs rod that budded. 17) David. 18) 

Malachi. 19) 300. 20) Job. 21) Nicodemus. 22) 

Nebuchadnezzar. 23) Acts 2. 24) The unbelief of the 

residents of Nazareth. 25) Stephen. 26) Paul and Silas. 27) 

Cain. 28) C. 29) Ark of the Covenant. 30) Christõs death on 

the cross. 

 

How did you do?  

0-2 wrong: Genius 

3-4 wrong: Gifted  

4-5 wrong: Commendable  

5-6 wrong: Average 

7-8 wrong: Fair 

9-10 wrong: Fair to partly cloudy  

Over 10 wrong: Time to òhit the Bookó  

 

Top Readers ñSecond Quarter  

Most Books  Most Points  

Kristina Djaja (27)  

Joseph Djaja (20) 

Chaney Hollis (19)  

Katelyn Brown (18)  

Jeffrey Link (16)  

Caleb Andarge (15)  

Reagan Chastain (15) 

Julia JeBailey (14) 

Jennifer Link (14)  

Noah Shimel (14) 

Jeffrey Link (87.2)  

Delanie Dimm (63.1)  

Bo Burgess (49.2) 

Tori Fiscus (43.6) 

Kate Lewe (39.0) 

Elizabeth Pyle (37.4)  

Josiah Best (32.4) 

Tim Kovie (32.2)  

Joseph Djaja (31.5) 

Aaron Rubinow (30.0)  



 9 

Hallway Happenings 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. Parrish ñGrade 1  

First Grade will be sending out Flat Stanley's 

to Park Ave. Christian Academy 2nd -graders.  We will become 

pen pals with them to learn more about Titusville and the Cape.  

It's a novel about Stanley, an average boy who leads a nice 

ordinary life. Then one day a bulletin board falls on him and 

suddenly Stanley is as flat as a pancake. Being flat, he gets to have 

interesting adventures. He is mailed in a envelope to California to 

visit a friend.  So...the point is to send out a Flat Stanley to a different city or state, and that 

person tells you something about his hometown.  

 

Mrs. Joynes ñScience  

High School and Middle School students voted on a name for our new skeleton. The name 

chosen was òBilly Bob Bones.ó 

 

Mr. Tatham ñPsychology  

   òWhile a student in a Christian college,ó Mr. 

Tatham began one of his Psychology class lessons, 

òI had a roommate who was sold out to the Lord. So 

much so that he decided to go on a mission trip to 

the jungles of Peru in order to evangelize an 

unreached tribe who were reputedly headhunters. 

Sadly, my roommate was never heard from again.ó 

Tatham then went on to explain how, years later, 

while leading a large group of high -school seniors to 

Peru, he stumbled upon the shrunken head of his 

former college roommate.  

   His Psychology students gasped as he pulled the head from a bag, but that fear was quickly 

replaced by relief when he explained that he had made up the entire story. It was the intro to a 

class discussion on fearñhow sometimes we actually enjoy being frightened, as via a movie, a 

spooky story, or a stomach -churning amusement -park ride. Thatõs because we know weõre in 

no real danger. Itõs a far different kind of fear, however, when we believe we actually are.  

 

Mr. Tatham ñBible 5/6  

This year, we have been studying the life of Christ, with emphasis on Markõs account.  

And we run into some interesting incidents. Take, for example, the times that Jesus  

healed folk but it involved some of his own spittle!  It happened at least three times. òYuk!ó you 

might respond. Why did He do that?? Good question. Perhaps the answer is that Jesus was 

testing the personõs faith. òI know this seems a little weird,ó He could be saying, òbut trust Me.ó 

God often asks us to trust Him, even when we donõt understand why. 

 

 

The psychology of 

fearñTatham 

discovers the  grisly 

remains of his former 

college òroommateó 


